
Someone we know has been in jail multiple times, 
and we say, “They’ll never straighten up.” Someone 
we know has a poor work ethic, and we say, “They’ll 
never learn the importance of work.” Someone we 
know keeps going back to the bottle, and we say, 
“They’ll never stop drinking.” Someone we know 
has been through an unscriptural divorce, 
remarried, and claims it is God’s will, and we say, 
“They’ll never repent.” If ever we have said things
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This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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like this in situations like this, we have exhibited the exact opposite 
of love. 

You see, love “hopeth all things” (1 Corinthians 13:7). Biblical hope 
requires desire and expectation. Godly love requires that we hope 
even when evidence points to hopelessness. It does not mean that 
we are gullible; it does not mean that we are ignorant; it does not 
mean that we are unwise. It means we love God, we love like God, 
and we therefore hope for the best in every situation and 
concerning every person. 

If you study the etymology (“facts of the origin and development of 
a word;” www.etymonline.com) of the word “hope,” some have 
suggested it is connected with the word “hop.” Their conclusion is 
that hoping involves actions, not just acknowledgements. Because 
we have desire and expectation, we hop to the opportunity at hand. 
If we have the love of God, which “hopeth all things,” we don’t just 
say, “I hope that criminal cousin of mine will straighten up;” rather, 
we go to him and sincerely seek to help him and show him what he 
means to God. If we have this kind of love, we don’t just say, “I hope 
that lazy friend of mine gets a job;” rather, we learn to approach 
them with kindness and help them to see the error of their ways. If 
we have this kind of love, we don’t just say, “I hope my alcoholic co-



worker will stop drinking;” rather, we go to them when they are 
sober, show them our concern, and help them to see the futility of 
their actions. If we have this kind of love, we don’t just say “I hope 
my sister will learn the truth about marriage, divorce, and 
remarriage and repent;” rather, we kindly seek to teach her about 
God’s authority revealed in His Word and the powerful teachings of 
Jesus, like those found in Matthew 19. Love hopes all things. 

The story is told of a special needs teacher sent to teach children 
confined to hospital beds. To one little boy, she was sent to teach 
nouns and adverbs; however, she was not told that he was severely 
burned from head to toe. She left that session feeling as though she 
accomplished nothing. The next day, a nurse approached the 
teacher in extreme curiosity as to what she had done to the boy. 
The nurse said, “He was going downhill fast, but after your session 
with him, he has begun to improve and respond to treatments like 
never before.” Two weeks later, the boy had improved enough to 
communicate, and he explained that he had lost all hope until the 
teacher came to him. He explained it this way, “You don’t teach 
nouns and adverbs to a dying boy, do you?” 

Love hopes all things. How is your love measuring up? Let’s grow in 
love.



Please Pray 
Cash Jackson, doing well after surgery to 
repair broken arm; Ginna Honeycutt; Wiley 
Tuggle; Clarence & Faye Edwards; 
Hannah Davis; Noah Davis. 

Far East Missions  
Fishers of Men  

NetCasters 

Family & Friends 

Tornado victims in multiple states; Anna 
Warren; Brandon Archer, and daughter 
Ella, bad motorcycle wreck in Coldwater; 
Johnny Bayless, recent pneumonia; Vicki 
Harman, Clifton’s mom, recovering from 
knee replacement surgery. 

Birthdays 
    12/6 Sammy Williams

  12/13 Michael Sykes
  12/17 Kaiden Ferrell
  12/22 Dalton Owen
  12/24 Daniel Owen
  12/30 Renee Davis

Anniversaries 
    12/13 Jerry & Renee Davis

  12/14 Walter & Cindy Warren
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 Morning 
       Prayer Before Class 
       Announcements  
       Song Leader 
       Opening Prayer  
       Sermon 
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        Preside 
     
     Assist 

       Closing Prayer 
 Afternoon 
       Song Leader 
       Opening Prayer 
       Sermon 
       Lord’s Supper 
    
       Closing Prayer 
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       Prayer 
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Tornado Relief Collection: Dec 19
If you would like to add to the funds being sent to 
Coldwater, KY, give cash or check to Jim Jackson

December Youth Devo:  Dec 19, 5 PM
See Lara’s post on Facebook group;

Secret Kid Gift Exchange, Dirty Santa, & 
Service Project

Coldwater Singing Night: Dec 29, 7 PM
5th Wednesday, so anyone can request a song

Give your song requests to Clifton


